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“United States Navy
Biography

Admiral Eric T. Olson
Commander, U.S. Special Operations Command

Admiral Eric T. Olson is the eighth commander of L1.S. Special
Operations Command {USSOCOM) headqguartered at MacDill Air Force
Base, Fla. USS0OCOM ensures the readiness of joint special operations
forces and, as directed, conducts operations worldwide.

A native of Tacoma;, Wash.-Olsen-graduated-frem-the United States
Naval Academy in 1973 and qualified as a Naval Special Warfare
(SEAL) officer in 1974. He has served operationally in an Underwater
Demolition Team, SEAL Team, SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team, Special
Boat Squadron, and at the Naval Special Warfare Development Group.
He has commanded at every level.

QOlson has pardicipated in several conflicts and contingency operations,
and has served as a SEAL instructor, strategy and tactics development
officer and joint special operations staff officer. His overseas
assignments include service as a United Nations military observerin :
Israel and Egypt, and as Navy Programs officer in Tunisia. He served on §
the Navy stafl as assistant deputy chief of Naval Operations (Plans,
Policy, and Operations).

Olson earned a Masler of Arts degree in National Security Affairs at the
Naval Postgraduate School and studied at the Defense Language Institute. He is a Jomt Speciaity officer anc[
Political-Military Affairs sub-specialist with emphasis on Africa and the Middle East. His awards include the
Distinguished Service Medal and Silver Star.
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Commander JAMES N. MATTIS

U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM)

Gen. James N. Mattis serves as commander, U.S.
Central Command (USCENTCOM), located in Tampa,
FL.

Gen. Mattis has commanded at multiple levels. Asa
lieutenant, he served as a rifle and weapons platoon
commander in the 3rd Marine Division. As-a-captain, he
commanded a rifle company and a weapons company in
the 1st Marine Brigade.

As a major, he commanded Recruiting Station Portland.
As a lieutenant colonel, he commanded 1st Battalion, 7th
Marines, one of Task Force Ripper's assault battalions in
Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. As a
colonel, he commanded 7th Marines (Reinforced).

Upon becoming a brigadier general, he commanded first
the 1st Marine Expeditionary Brigade and then Task
Force 58, during Operation Enduring Freedom in southern Afghanistan. As a major general, he
commanded the 1st Marine Division during the initial attack and subsequent stability operations
in Irag during Operation Iraqi Freedom.

In his first tour as a lieutenant general, he commanded the Marine Corps Combat Development
Command and served as the deputy commandant for combat development. He also commanded
the 1 Marine Expeditionary Force and served as the commander of U.S. Marine Forces Central
Command. Previous to this assignment, he served as both NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander
Transformation from 2007-2009 and as commander, U.S. Joint Forces Command from 2007-
2010.

Gen. Mattis, a native of the Pacific Northwest, graduated from Central Washington State

University in 1972. He is also a graduate of the Amphibious Warfare School, Marine Corps
Command and Staff College, and the National War College.
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